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15 October 1972 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Assistant to the President for National 

Security Affairs 

SUBJECT: Military Assistance for South Vietnam 
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I have completed my review, of ^gteps I can take to expedite the 
delivery of mi 1 itary equipment to South Vietnam that is (a) already 
programmed for. South Vietnam and (b) in addition to any equipment . 
programmed for South Vietnam. (in other. words not anticipated by the 
South Vietnamese. Government) . 
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have assumed a cut— off date of October 31 » 1 972 Tor arrival of 
this ’equipment..; in South Vietnam. 
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^At : Tab A I have -Tisted both programmed and non -prog rammed aircraft 
for South Vietnam. The Tab is divide^. .into two sections (1) initial 
offer to President fhieu, -and (2) final offer. 
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At Tab- B I have listed both programmed and non-prog rammed Army equip 
ment for South Vietnanuand an indication of the acceleration in delivery 
.date,!”-' An initial . off errand . a- final offer 'are Included. 
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; r At. Tab C v is a list- of all ships en route to South Vietnam as of 
October 18*: 1972 show'ing^(a)': Number of Ships, (b) Date of Departure, 

(c) Cargo, ‘and (d) ./Expected:. Date of Arrival in South Vietnam, it 
would be most helpfulvif these shipments were allowed to close South 
Vietnam as scheduled.’ 
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At Tab D is a list of ships now scheduled to depart for South Viet- 
nam between October 18, 1972 and November 1, 1972. Permission to allow 
5 these ships to complete their voyage to South Vietnam would reduce to 
some degree the reliance on expensive airlift. It would be even more 
helpful if we were allowed to schedule additional ships between now and 
Noverdber 1, 1972 to transport bulk items like trucks and artillery. 

At Tab E is information on the number of contractors working in 
South Vietnam. You will note that there are a total of about 30,000 
* contractor employed civilians of which 5200 are US nationals, t 
est imate.pt ba,t, about two-thirds of these will be required to support 
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RVNAF after US military are withdrawn. Of course it would be highly 
desirable to avoid any commitment to specific numbers in this area. 

We may have additional requirements for contractor support arise that 
cannot be foreseen at this time. 

Almost all of the Army equipment listed in.. Tab B must be airlifted 
to meet the October 31* 1972 date. It appears that this is feasible 
but, as you know, will be very expensive. This woul'ti be an historical 
air lift. I am. still examining the total costs and will discuss these 
with you at a later date. 
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A I re raft 


for South Vietnam 


The following aircraft 
acified in negotiations: 


will be delivered to 


South Vietnam by date 
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Original 
Planned 
Del ivery 
Date 


V July 73 

Unspecified 

* , ' # 
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Nov 73 
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Army Equipment for South Vietnam 


Original 
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. Number 

Planned 

Number 
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Delivery 
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Number 
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Date 
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IKS 


• 


• 

+8A3 

3 

3 

Dec 73 

0 

+1 

. 15 

30 

Dec 73 

0 

jS 




ft 

in-40mm 
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Number 
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. ipment of 4 of 6 ROK Brigades 


105mm Howitzer 
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155mm Howitzer 
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28 

21/2 ton truck 
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M'79 grenade launcher 
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Army Equipment for South Vietnam 
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Mount Multi- 
Machine Gun 
50 Cal 



Gun, 175mm Ml 07 
VEHICLES 

Carrier Personnel 

Ml 13 

Truck Cargo 5 ton 
Truck Fuel 1200 gal 
Truck Utility £ ton 

M151 

Truck Tractor 5 ton 
Truck Cargo 2-^ton 
Truck 5 ton dump 
Car Armored M706 
Carrier Cargo M548 
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Dec 72 
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July 73 
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HT7 All at Sagami, 30 unserviceable - may have difficulty getting ou o apa 

2/ 400 unserviceable 

3 / 36 unserviceable 

kf All unserviceable - • 


5/ 284 unserviceable in Okinawa 




' Type 


Number 
Previously 
Number P rog rammed 


Original 

Planned Number 

Delivery Not Previously 

Date P rog rammed 


RAD i OS 
‘ AN/VRC 46 
AN/GRC 125 
•AN/VRC 34 
AN/PRC 
AN/VRC 12 
AN/VRC 49 


48 

. 48 . 
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68 

68 

7922 
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GENERATORS 
1 . 5 KWAC 
1.5 KWDC 



MISCELLANEOUS 
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Equipment, of k of 6 ROK Brigades 
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Ship Name 


S. T Maine 


S/L Trenton 


* f •• .. *v 
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¥ * 
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American Condor 


Pioneer Moon 


Ships Enroute to South Vietnam 
As of October 18, 1972 . 
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. Ships Enroute to South Vietnam 
Between October 18 and 1 Nov 1972 


Ship 

UNS Hood 


Departure Date 

25 Oct 


Estimated 
Arrival Date 

18 Nov 


Cargo 

2 Z 2 ton trucks 

3 Hi 32. Flame Thrower 
(Ml 1 3 chasis) 


To Be Named 


20 Oct 


15 Nov 


No principal end items 
150 tons of spares . 


American Corsair 19 Oct 


To Be Named 
To Be Named 
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Contractor Support in South Vietnam 


i 



Approximately 90 contractors are currently performing services in 
South Vietnam in support of US and RVN forces. The resulting contracts^ 
are valued at approximately $227 million for Fiscal Year 73. and approxi- 
mately 30,713 civilians are currently employed by US contractors 15,200 
US nationals, 2,968 third country nationals and 22,545 South Vietnamese). 


The South Vietnamese Government presently has some 430 contracts 
providing goods/services for the RVNAF with an estimated value of $20 
million. Normal programmed growth should result in an increase in these 
contracts to 700, valued at $27 million, by December 31, 1972. 


If all US military personnel are withdrawn from South Vietnam,.. It .is 
estimated that about 59 of the 90 contractors now supporting the^total 
effort would be required. This would probably result in a civilian con- 
tract force of about 20,000 and a cost of about $178 mi 1 1 ion. 
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